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Turkey: Propagation Report and Testimony

Since the inauguration of the new president last year, waves of
political, economic and social turbulence ensued and people
became discontent and suspicious of the government. While the
government aims to increase its influence internationally at the time
of economic conflict between the U.S. and Russia and gradually
tightens its control over the media, the scints are grasping every
possible opportunity to preach the kingdom gospel. We trust the
current situation in Turkey is paving the way for God’s economy and
for His return by softening
people’s hearts toward the
gospel

On the campus side, we
continue to contact the local
college students and invite
them to our home for Bible
reading and hymn singing.
We also try to make friends
in the communities by
teaching Chinese, getting
temp jobs, and giving
acupuncture treatments.
We pray that we will be able
to gain some key families for
the testimony of Jesus here.
In the meantime, over 5,000 Rhema books have been freely
distributed to several Christian groups through an online Christian
books platform. Recently we began to contact some of the literature
recipients in order to find out the real seekers as a preparation for our
propagation in eastern Turkey.

One thing that is particularly encouraging is that we have been
visiting a Christian group in Mugla in south-western Turkey. This
group was introduced to us by some saints. The leading brother of
that group is a native Turk, while the congregation mostly came from
different countries. They left their denominations for they only
wanted to meet in the Lord’s name. They also call themselves the
church in Mugla and realize that they all partake of the one bread
with believers all over the world. They practice home meetings, in
which everyone speaks, and receive all genuine believers regardless
of their nationalities and races. When we visited them and read Song
of Songs chapters 7 and 8 with them, they enjoyed it very much. We
have yet to mention the ministry and the ground of the church to
them. But the more we have fellowship with them, the more we
become burdened to bring them into the unique fellowship of the
universal Body of Christ and the riches of the ministry of the age. We
pray that they would go forth unto Him outside the camp and
become the testimony of Jesus in Turkey.

On January 4, the first Lord’s Day of the year, we had a joint Table
meeting for all the saints in Turkey. The saints were encouraged to
renew their consecration for this new year. May those who love Him
in Turkey be like the sun when it rises in its might.

* * * *
When we first came to Turkey, life was just filled with day-to-day

ordinary chores, such as buying groceries in the market with hand
motions and cooking. Nevertheless, | truly experienced what hymn
#598 says, that we wear the earthly form and our outward needs are
those of other men, yet we are dwelling in heaven while walking
upon the earth, and though we are powerless, we guard the world
with arms unseen. However, once | learned to speak Turkish and got
used to my surroundings, my prayers lessened and my vision
dimmed. Then | was disheartened as the Lord exposed me of my
condition. But one day the
Lord spoke to me through
Heb. 4:15-16, “For we do
not have a High Priest who
cannot be touched with the
feeling of our weaknesses,
but One who has been
tempted in all respects like
us, yet without sin. Let us
therefore come forward with
boldness to the throne of
grace that we may receive
mercy and find grace for
timely help.” The more |
pray-read this verse, the
more | felt His mercy upon
me. When the Lord was able to break through in me, | began to see
changes in the new ones. | was filled with unspeckable joy when new
ones shared with me how they got through with the Lord in some
difficult matters or how their prayers got answered. One time as we
were having meal with some new ones, the six-year-old child of a
new one, being used to hearing us call on the Lord, asked everyone
present to call on the Lord’s name. As a result, a local gospel friend
just called on the Lord naturally. | was so encouraged! May the Lord
continue to spread in us first that He would have a way to spread in
this country. (Sister R.)
% % % %

After laboring in this country for more than one year, we still have
notseenany “glorious” result. Yet I have become closer to the Lord
while being pressed on every side. Over here we are not able to
preach the gospel openly and directly due to restrictions in the
environment. This is very different from what | learned and was used
to. Even though we keep trying different ways of contacting people,
there is just not much result. This causes me to weep much before
the Lord. Yet one day | came across hymn #316 in my prayer time:

“Or some day when my Lord will come, and called to meet Him [l
be blest, He then will say to me, ‘Well done,” and | shall enter into
rest.” While singing this hymn, the Lord turned my eyes to focus on
Him, the precious One, and His appearing on that day. Yes, my labor
today may seem hopeless, and yet that day | shall be approved by
the Lord and enter into His rest. | thank the Lord for what He has
done in me to show me how natural | am. | give myself to exercise
being one with the Lord that He will truly have a way in me and carry
out what is on His heart through me. (Brother 1.)
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