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Bhutan

Bhutan is a Buddhist kingdom nestled in the midst of the
Himalayas in South Asia. It is surrounded in the north by the Tibet
region of China and on all other sides by India. The total population
is estimated to be over 800,000 people, with 50% below the age of
17 years old. The Bhutanese are mainly of Tibetan origin; they
comprise approximately 50% of the population. The Nepalese
account for another 35%, while the small minorities of indigenous or
migrant groups make up 15% of the country's inhabitants. The
official language is Dzongkha, a dialect of Tibetan. As Bhutan was
once a British protectorate, English is widely used in schools,
colleges and by government officials.

For years Bhutan was isolated, being closed to all external
influences. It is one of the least modernized countries in the world,
and also one of the least evangelized. Bhutan began opening up to
other countries in 1974, introduced television and internet in 1999,
and transitioned from an absolute monarchy to a constitutional
monarchy in 2008. There is now almost one mobile phone for every
Bhutanese and there are more than 75,000 registered vehicles
(though there are still no traffic lights).

Until now Bhutan remains the world's only Vajirayana Buddhist
kingdom. In its national flag, a dragon sprawls across the yellow and
orange cloth, emphasizing how the Kingdom and Buddhism are
intertwined. Government and monastic affairs are held in the same
place for every district. Government initiates and subsidizes most
Buddhist activities. Monasteries abound and monks can be seen on
the streets. Due to the locals' desire to appease the deities, Buddhist
art and symbols are everywhere. About 75% of the Bhutanese
practice Buddhism and 22% practice Hinduism. The Christian
population is around 20,000. While the constitution provides for
religious freedom, it also states that Buddhism is the state's spiritual
heritage. The freedom of religion is thus somewhat limited in
practice. Proselytism, the publication of Bibles, the construction of

Christian buildings and missionary activities remain prohibited.
Christians cannot share their faith in public, but are allowed to pray
and worship at home. There are many house churches in Bhutan
without theologically trained pastors. Because the Bhutanese are
accustomed to the so-called "diving beings', individual spiritual
encounters with God are a key element to Bhutanese conversions.
It is said by the local Christians that the avenues to gain people in
Bhutan are miracles and divine healing, as most Bhutanese see no
reason to change their religion unless they experience miracles in
their difficulties.

In the past years many saints have prayed for the Asian countries
without the Lord's testimony including Bhutan. Not long ago, a
Bhutanese female got saved in a local church outside of Bhutan.
She shared her testimony: "l was born in a strong Buddhist family in
Bhutan. When | was abroad, someone invited me to a church
meeting on Sunday. When | entered into the room, they were singing
'there is room in my heart for Thee'. Hearing that song, | felt like
someone was coming into my life and welcoming me to a kingdom.
From that day on | started to believe in Jesus. When | was in trouble,
| always prayed to the Lord, Lord, if you are really there, please help
me." Many miracles just happened. | continued going to the
meetings. | felt very happy. In the past | experienced a lot of
hardships in my life, always feeling that it was just what life had for
me. But after knowing the Lord, my life gradually changed. When |
told a sister in the church, 'l would like to go to the Lord's kingdom.
Can | get baptized?' Everyone was so surprised. | said, 'l am willing
to follow the Lord. | want to believe in Him and let everyone know
that He died for us. My past always troubles me. | want to be done
with my past and become a new man full of grace.' On the night of
my baptism, | prayed to the Lord, Lord, | am in your kingdom. Please
receive me and guide me in the right path of life. Be my light in
darkness.' Later on | started to read the Bible and received much
enjoyment and help in the word of God. There are troubles in my life
still. But the Lord is always there. God always helps me in certain
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ways when | face difficulties in my life. It is a great matter to enter
into the kingdom of God. | am so joyful to enjoy the kingdom of the
Lord with Him."

This year some saints travelled to Bhutan and joined some local
meetings. Some gospel friends also came. The attendants were very
responsive to the hymns, singing again and again without ceasing.
In a meeting they sang a hymn "Do you know what you were made
for" and read "The Mystery of Human Life " booklet. A lady voluntarily
expressed her desire to be baptized. Another lady shared that she
already believed in the Lord after her sickness was healed by the
Lord. But she did not feel the need of baptism. After reading "The
Mystery of Human Life", she felt that the Lord was telling her to get
baptized in order to have a new beginning. Still another lady also
wanted to be baptized. They were baptized into the Lord's name on
the next morning.

The saints also seized the opportunity to visit some seeking
Christians. Among them one leader of a free group already had
some books written by Brother Lee. He was hungry for the truth and
open to the visiting saints. One night it was scheduled for his Bible
study group to pursue Acts 19. Recommended by the visiting saints,
this leading one used the related Life-study messages as the
pursuing material that night. Everyone enjoyed and received much
supply.

The local Christians told us Bible and hymn books in Dzongkha
are available in Bhutan. However, other Christian publications are
restricted, and it is difficult to bring Bibles or spiritual books into the
country. Bibles of slightly larger quantity have been known to be
confiscated at the immigration. Although some website resources
are available, Christians here are in desperate need for sound biblical
teachings. Many Christians can only read the Bible based on their
understanding of the verses; they long for more light and spiritual
supply. Some New Testament Recovery Versions, Hymnals, ministry
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books and booklets have been brought into Bhutan by the Lord's
sovereign arrangement. May the Lord continue to use these
publications to reach the seeking ones.

May the Lord raise up burdened saints to pray for Bhutan. For
those who are burdened to go and see the local situation, please
send an e-mail to Imaoffice2010@gmail.com.

Bhutan does not allow self-guided tours for foreigners. In order to
enter this country, it must be arranged through a Bhutanese guide.
Foreign visitors need to pay a tariff of US$250 per day, which covers
the cost of accommodation, food, transportation, tickets for tourist
attractions and an official guide. Yet once entering the country,
visitors don't have to travel in large groups and can arrange their own
itinerary. Bhutan is called the "last Shangri La', with amazing
Himalayan landscape, legendary fortresses, unique architecture,
colorful festivals, beautiful textiles and handicrafts, outrageous
archery competitions, high-altitude trekking trails, and stunning flora
and fauna. To visit Bhutan, one can not only visit the saints but enjoy
its fascinating scenery and culture.

Prayer Items

1. Pray for more burdened ones to be raised up to go to shepherd
the saints, preach the gospel of the kingdom, and gain a
harvest in this land.

2. Pray for the shepherding of 4 newly baptized sisters that they
will grow in life and truth and be the outlet of the gospel.

3. Pray for more Recovery Version Bibles and ministry books to
be made available in Bhutan and for them to reach the hungry
and seeking ones.

4. Pray for further contact of seeking Christians that they would
know the truth and be brought into the proper church life for
the Lord to gain a lampstand in this land.

The Propagation by South Korean Trainees in Bangladesh

On November 1 of 2018, six South Korean full-time trainees and
two brothers from New Zealand came to Bangladesh to
coordinate for propagation for 3 weeks. On the day of their arrival,
they traveled straight to Dinajpur and spent a week preaching the
gospel in 15 villages to about 1,200 people, covering at least
three to four villages per day. The villagers received the gospel
eagerly.

At the same time, the trainees took part in the one-week
training for the serving ones attended by 80 participants. The two
lines of the training were "The Crucial Points of the Lord's
Recovery Today” and “The Gospel of Mark.” These were
aimed at helping the trainees live a normal Christian life and have
a part in the service of the church. Everyone was very
enlightened.

The South Korean trainees returned to Dhaka on the evening of
November 8 after a weeklong propagation in Dinajpur. They were
then divided into two teams. One went to the churches in the
south to visit the saints; the other to Sreemangal area in the
south to preach the gospel in six Hindu-based villages and to

hold a conference with 50 college students. Upon their return to
Dhaka, they spent time blending with the saints from some of the
nearby churches. All the saints were deeply encouraged. In the
three weeks that the South Korean trainees visited Bangladesh,
they visited 20 villages and preached the gospel to about 1,600
people. May the Lord bless all the gospel seeds that have been
sown that they might grow in men for His testimony.
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